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the National Organic Program’s ac-
creditation decisions. This shall be ac-
complished through the review of ac-
creditation procedures, document re-
view and site evaluation reports, and
accreditation decision documents or
documentation. The peer review panel
shall report its finding, in writing, to
the National Organic Program’s Pro-
gram Manager.

§ 205.510 Annual report, record-
keeping, and renewal of accredita-
tion.

(a) Annual report and fees. An accred-
ited certifying agent must submit an-
nually to the Administrator, on or be-
fore the anniversary date of the
issuance of the notification of accredi-
tation, the following reports and fees:

(1) A complete and accurate update of
information submitted pursuant to
§§ 205.503 and 205.504;

(2) Information supporting any
changes being requested in the areas of
accreditation described in § 205.500;

(3) A description of the measures im-
plemented in the previous year and any
measures to be implemented in the
coming year to satisfy any terms and
conditions determined by the Adminis-
trator to be necessary, as specified in
the most recent notification of accredi-
tation or notice of renewal of accredi-
tation;

(4) The results of the most recent
performance evaluations and annual
program review and a description of ad-
justments to the certifying agent’s op-
eration and procedures implemented or
to be implemented in response to the
performance evaluations and program
review; and

(5) The fees required in § 205.640(a).
(b) Recordkeeping. Certifying agents

must maintain records according to
the following schedule:

(1) Records obtained from applicants
for certification and certified oper-
ations must be maintained for not less
than 5 years beyond their receipt;

(2) Records created by the certifying
agent regarding applicants for certifi-
cation and certified operations must be
maintained for not less than 10 years
beyond their creation; and

(3) Records created or received by the
certifying agent pursuant to the ac-
creditation requirements of this sub-

part F, excluding any records covered
by §§ 205.510(b)(2), must be maintained
for not less than 5 years beyond their
creation or receipt.

(c) Renewal of accreditation. (1) The
Administrator shall send the accred-
ited certifying agent a notice of pend-
ing expiration of accreditation approxi-
mately 1 year prior to the scheduled
date of expiration.

(2) An accredited certifying agent’s
application for accreditation renewal
must be received at least 6 months
prior to the fifth anniversary of
issuance of the notification of accredi-
tation and each subsequent renewal of
accreditation. The accreditation of cer-
tifying agents who make timely appli-
cation for renewal of accreditation will
not expire during the renewal process.
The accreditation of certifying agents
who fail to make timely application for
renewal of accreditation will expire as
scheduled unless renewed prior to the
scheduled expiration date. Certifying
agents with an expired accreditation
must not perform certification activi-
ties under the Act and the regulations
of this part.

(3) Following receipt of the informa-
tion submitted by the certifying agent
in accordance with paragraph (a) of
this section and the results of a site
evaluation, the Administrator will de-
termine whether the certifying agent
remains in compliance with the Act
and the regulations of this part and
should have its accreditation renewed.

(d) Notice of renewal of accreditation.
Upon a determination that the certi-
fying agent is in compliance with the
Act and the regulations of this part,
the Administrator will issue a notice of
renewal of accreditation. The notice of
renewal will specify any terms and con-
ditions that must be addressed by the
certifying agent and the time within
which those terms and conditions must
be satisfied.

(e) Noncompliance. Upon a determina-
tion that the certifying agent is not in
compliance with the Act and the regu-
lations of this part, the Administrator
will initiate proceedings to suspend or
revoke the certifying agent’s accredi-
tation.

(f) Amending accreditation. Amend-
ment to scope of an accreditation may
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be requested at any time. The applica-
tion for amendment shall be sent to
the Administrator and shall contain in-
formation applicable to the requested
change in accreditation, a complete
and accurate update of the information
submitted pursuant to §§ 205.503 and
205.504, and the applicable fees required
in § 205.640.

§§ 205.511–205.599 [Reserved]

Subpart G—Administrative
THE NATIONAL LIST OF ALLOWED AND

PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES

§ 205.600 Evaluation criteria for al-
lowed and prohibited substances,
methods, and ingredients.

The following criteria will be utilized
in the evaluation of substances or in-
gredients for the organic production
and handling sections of the National
List:

(a) Synthetic and nonsynthetic sub-
stances considered for inclusion on or
deletion from the National List of al-
lowed and prohibited substances will be
evaluated using the criteria specified
in the Act (7 U.S.C. 6517 and 6518).

(b) In addition to the criteria set
forth in the Act, any synthetic sub-
stance used as a processing aid or adju-
vant will be evaluated against the fol-
lowing criteria:

(1) The substance cannot be produced
from a natural source and there are no
organic substitutes;

(2) The substance’s manufacture, use,
and disposal do not have adverse ef-
fects on the environment and are done
in a manner compatible with organic
handling;

(3) The nutritional quality of the
food is maintained when the substance
is used, and the substance, itself, or its
breakdown products do not have an ad-
verse effect on human health as defined
by applicable Federal regulations;

(4) The substance’s primary use is
not as a preservative or to recreate or
improve flavors, colors, textures, or
nutritive value lost during processing,
except where the replacement of nutri-
ents is required by law;

(5) The substance is listed as gen-
erally recognized as safe (GRAS) by
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
when used in accordance with FDA’s

good manufacturing practices (GMP)
and contains no residues of heavy met-
als or other contaminants in excess of
tolerances set by FDA; and

(6) The substance is essential for the
handling of organically produced agri-
cultural products.

(c) Nonsynthetics used in organic
processing will be evaluated using the
criteria specified in the Act (7 U.S.C.
6517 and 6518).

§ 205.601 Synthetic substances allowed
for use in organic crop production.

In accordance with restrictions speci-
fied in this section, the following syn-
thetic substances may be used in or-
ganic crop production:

(a) As algicide, disinfectants, and
sanitizer, including irrigation system
cleaning systems.

(1) Alcohols.
(i) Ethanol.
(ii) Isopropanol.
(2) Chlorine materials—Except, That,

residual chlorine levels in the water
shall not exceed the maximum residual
disinfectant limit under the Safe
Drinking Water Act.

(i) Calcium hypochlorite.
(ii) Chlorine dioxide.
(iii) Sodium hypochlorite.
(3) Hydrogen peroxide.
(4) Soap-based algicide/demisters.
(b) As herbicides, weed barriers, as

applicable.
(1) Herbicides, soap-based—for use in

farmstead maintenance (roadways,
ditches, right of ways, building perim-
eters) and ornamental crops.

(2) Mulches.
(i) Newspaper or other recycled

paper, without glossy or colored inks.
(ii) Plastic mulch and covers (petro-

leum-based other than polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC)).

(c) As compost feedstocks—News-
papers or other recycled paper, without
glossy or colored inks.

(d) As animal repellents—Soaps, am-
monium—for use as a large animal re-
pellant only, no contact with soil or
edible portion of crop.

(e) As insecticides (including
acaricides or mite control).

(1) Ammonium carbonate—for use as
bait in insect traps only, no direct con-
tact with crop or soil.
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